
FullEventsListingInside

Join us to celebrate and
explore the wonders 
of Exmoor after dark
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Welcome to
Exmoor’s First
Dark Skies
Festival!
Exmoor National Park is home to some of
the darkest skies in Europe and was
awarded the prestigious designation of
International Dark Sky Reserve in 2011.
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For thousands of years, humans have looked up at the night sky
and wondered at what they saw. This wonder helped to define
our sense of who we are, our myths and legends, our religious
beliefs and our place in a wider cosmos.  But the dark skies that
were the night time backdrop for the vast majority of humans
throughout history are for many now a rare sight. Elsewhere in
the country night times are filled with the orange glow of street
lighting and people are more likely to be looking at a television
than looking at the stars. But on Exmoor it’s a very different story,
so why not take the time to look up and rediscover your sense
of wonder? 
We hope that this festival will encourage everyone to enjoy and
understand Exmoor’s dark and starry sky. On a clear night the
sky is simply stunning and many astronomical sights can be
seen through the naked eye and even more can be
discovered through a telescope or binoculars. 
Whether you’re appreciating the tranquillity and nocturnal
wildlife during an evening walk, stargazing under a cloud free
sky or simply socialising with friends, there’s plenty of ways to
enjoy Exmoor after dark. 

Sarah Bryan
Chief Executive, 
Exmoor National Park

Ex
mo

or
 M
ilk

y W
ay

 @
Ke

ith
Tru

em
an

 

www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/darkskiesfestival
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FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

Event Start Time Location Map Page
TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER
Film - 2001: A Space Odyssey 7.30pm Minehead 1 7
THURSDAY 19 OCTOBER
Astro-Photography Talk 10.30am Dulverton 2 12
FRIDAY 20 OCTOBER
Will Gater Astronomy Talk 7pm Winsford 3 12
Glow Stick Night Swim 6pm Bossington Beach 4 17
Guided Night Walk 7pm Westermill Farm 5 17
SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER
Dusk Safari 5.30pm Exford 6 19
Astro Party 6pm Wimbleball Lake 7 6
Guided Night Walk 7pm Westermill Farm 5 16
SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER
Meteors over Dunkery Walk 5.15pm Dunkery 8 16
MONDAY 23 OCTOBER
Planetarium sessions 2pm Lynton 9 8
Stargazing Evening & Seb Jay Talk 7pm Lynton 9 13
TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER
Planetarium Sessions 2pm Dulverton 2 8
Dusk Safari 5.30pm Exford 6 19
Night Navigation & Stargazing Walk 6pm Goat Hill 10 16
After Dark Family Fright Night 6.30pm Dunster 11 7
WEDNESDAY 25 OCTOBER
Big Adventure Day - Webbers Post 10am Webber’s Post 12 6
Glow Stick Night Swim 6pm Pinkery Pond 13 17
Stargazing Evening & Seb Jay Talk 7pm Webber’s Post 12 13
THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER
Children’s Night Ride 5pm Webber’s Post 12 17
Dusk Safari 5.30pm Exford 6 19
After Dark Family Fright Night 6.30pm Dunster 11 7
Evening Farm Tour with Stargazing t.b.a t.b.a. 19



FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE / VENUES

Event Start Time Location Map Page
FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER
Forest Wildlife & Stargazing Walk 7pm Nutcombe Bottom 14 17
SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER
Planetarium Sessions, Workshop 1pm Dunster 11 8
and Stargazing
Dusk Safari 5.30pm Exford 6 19
THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER 
Supper, Talk and Stargazing 7pm Wootton Courtenay 15 13

Minehead
Dulverton
Winsford
Bossington Beach
Westermill Farm
Exford
Wimbleball Lake
Dunkery
Lynton & Lynmouth
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Goat Hill
Dunster
Webber’s Post
Pinkery Centre

Nutcombe Bottom
Wootton Courtenay
Porlock

10
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13
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15
16
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& RUNNING THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL:
Minehead Museum - Arthur C. Clarke exhibition (see page 14 for more details) 
Exmoor National Park Centres - Astro-Photography Exhibitions by the Royal
Photographic Society & activities. Free entry.
Porlock is celebrating the Dark Skies Festival in a series of events including arts and
craft sessions and exhibitions from local artists. There will also be story-telling and a
‘dark walk’ with stargazing, hot chocolate and marshmallows. Scrumptious! For further
details call the Porlock Visitor Centre on 01643 863150 or email visit@porlock.co.uk
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Astro-Party: Wimbleball Lake 
Saturday 21st October 6pm-10pm
Hosted by Exmoor National Park and South West Lakes Trust, this party
evening encompasses astro-themed activities for all the family; Space
Detectives will be running a fun ‘Our Place in Space’ workshop with
interaction and audience participation, space crafts and experiments and Virtual
Reality headsets. There’ll also be a Night Forest Walk, campfire and
marshmallows and stargazing with Tiverton & Mid Devon Astronomy
Society. Refreshments will be available to purchase from the Duck Café. 
This event will take place whatever the weather. Ticket Price: Family £24 
(2 Adults and 2 Children), Adult £7, Child (16 and under) £6. 
Advance booking essential. 

Webber’s Post Big Adventure TA24 8HY
Wednesday 25th October 10am-4pm 
Join Exmoor National Park Rangers and National Trust
staff to explore the natural world with family games and activities lasting all
day. Come and play in the woodland, make a den, do some solar gazing
with a giant solar telescope and maybe hear the roaring stags on the nearby
hills. Please wear outdoor clothing and suitable footwear. Hot drinks and
food available. This is a free event with Donations to                      invited. 
This event will take place whatever the weather. No Booking required.
Why not come back in the evening for the Exmoor Stargazing Adventure
with Seb Jay? (see page 13 for details)   

FAMILY EVENTS

Wednesday 25th October (Half Term)
ADVENTURE
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Minehead Film Society presents - 2001: A Space Odyssey
Tuesday 17 October 7.30pm Regal Theatre, The Avenue, Minehead
In the lead up to the fesival get into the mood with Stanley Kubrick’s 
mind-blowing 1968 sci-fi classic, co-written by Arthur C. Clarke.
Advance booking from the Regal Box Office in person or call 01643 706430
and on the night subject to availability. Adult £5, Child £3.

After Dark: Family Fright Night, 
National Trust Dunster Castle 
Tuesday 24th October 6.30-9pm 
Thursday 26th October 6.30-9pm
Scare yourself silly on our self-led ghostly gardens walk. With the River
Gardens eerily lit and a slowly enveloping fog, who knows what could be
lurking around the next corner...? Don’t forget to bring your torch. 
Adult £4, Child £2. National Trust members go free. No Booking required.

FAMILY EVENTS

www.NorthDevonHawkWalks.co.uk
You are the falconer.You fly the hawks.

Any day of the week, all year round,
in various locations around North Molton/Exmoor.

From £45, total for a group of up to four people.
Larger groups by arrangement.

Phone 01598 740114 or 
email nigelpenfold@aol.com

160 reviews on
TripAdvisorUK
ALL 5 star

EXCELLENT.
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The Space Odyssey mobile planetarium offers spectacular 360°3D digital
dome experiences for children and adults of all ages. Sophisticated computer
simulations are projected through the dome creating a breathtakingly
immersive and inspirational learning experience for all. Seating inside the
dome will be limited so please bring a cushion if you wish. The shorter 
sessions are more suitable for those with younger children.

Monday 23rd October 
Lynton Town Hall
Session 1: 2:00pm - 2:45pm (45 mins)

Session 2: 3:00pm - 4:00pm (60 mins)

Session 3: 4:15pm - 5:00pm (45 mins)

Session 4: 5:45pm - 6:45pm (60 mins)

Session 5: 7:00pm - 8:00pm (60 mins)

£3 per child, £5 adult

Tuesday 24th October 
Dulverton Town Hall
Session 1: 2:00pm - 2.45pm (45 mins)

Session 2: 3:00pm - 4.00pm (60 mins)

Session 3: 4:15pm - 5.00pm (45 mins)

Session 4: 5:45pm - 6:45pm (60 mins)

Session 5: 7:00pm - 8:00pm (60 mins)

£3 per child, £5 adult

Saturday 28th October, Dunster Tithe Barn 
Afternoon & Evening Planetarium Sessions with 
Space Workshop, Solar or Star Gazing & Astro-Photography Display
At the Dunster planetarium sessions there are additional activities to get
involved with including solar gazing (daytime sessions) and stargazing
(evening sessions) and hands-on indoor activities, an exhibition of space
images, and the latest astronomy research from Exeter University
astrophysics group. Food and drink will also be available in the Tithe Barn
from Janet of the Home Cook Café.

PLANETARIUM SESSIONS

To�avoid
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y

recommended



Exmoor Dark Skies Festival 2017 9

PLANETARIUM SESSIONS

The Space Odyssey mobile planetarium offers spectacular 360° 3D
immersive space dome experiences for all ages: for schools, colleges, youth &

community groups. Please visit www.spaceodyssey.co.uk to discover more!
Space Odyssey- taking learning to another dimension

Planetarium - Dunster Tithe Barn afternoon and evening sessions:

Session 1: 1:00pm - 1:45pm (45 mins)
Session 2: 2:00pm - 3:00pm (60 mins)
Session 3: 3:15pm - 4:00pm (45 mins)

Session 4: 4:15pm - 5:15pm (60 mins)
Day dome sessions, solar gazing and
workshop: £5 per child, £7 adult
Session 5: 5:45pm - 7:00pm (75 mins)
Session 6: 7:15pm - 8:30pm (75 mins)
Session 7: 8:45pm - 10:00pm (75 mins)
These longer, evening sessions are more suitable for adults and older
children. Evening sessions include some outdoor stargazing (or an
extended dome session if the weather is poor ): £6 per child, £8 per adult 
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Astro-Photography Talk
Dulverton Town Hall, Thursday 19th October 10.30am
The Royal Photographic Society are delighted to bring you a talk (1½-2hrs)
by Dr Lilian Hobbs as part of Visit Exmoor’s ‘Focus on Exmoor’
photography festival. Ticket price: £5. Suitable for all. Booking at
www.rps.org/learning/workshops and www.Visit-Exmoor.co.uk

Festival Launch and Astronomy Talk by Will Gater:
Exmoor’s dark skies and the spectacle of the aurora
Winsford Village Hall, Friday 20th October 7pm
Welcome by Sarah Bryan, Chief Executive of Exmoor National Park
Authority followed by the first public performance of our new short film
Exmoor’s�Dark�Skies,�then Will Gater, an astronomy journalist, author and
presenter who appears regularly on television and radio. Tonight he’ll be
talking about the magic of the Northern Lights and how, under the right
conditions, they can be photographed, and occasionally seen, from dark-
sky sites like Exmoor. Ticket Price: £5. Booking recommended.

ASTRONOMY EVENTS

Wistlandpound
@KeithTrueman 
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Exmoor Stargazing Adventure with 
Seb Jay - A Journey Across the Universe
Lynton Town Hall, Monday 23th October 7pm-8.30pm
Astronomer Seb Jay will lead you on a discovery of Exmoor’s night sky.
Explore the autumn constellations and beyond to the hidden depths of
the universe with a big telescope.  
Seb’s talk in the Jubilee Room will be followed by an 
outside stargazing session (weather permitting)
Ticket price: £3 per person for talk (plus donation 
to                       welcome for Stargazing).

Exmoor Stargazing Adventure with 
Seb Jay - A Journey Across the Universe
Webber’s Post, TA24 8HY, Wednesday 25th October 7pm-8.30pm
Talk details as above but this is an outdoor event with a marquee. Please
wear outdoor clothing and suitable footwear. Bring your own portable
chair if you need one. Hot drinks and food available.
This is a free event with £3 per person suggested donations to

invited. This event will take place whatever the weather. 

Stargazing Supper at Dunkery Beacon
Country House Hotel, Wootton Courtenay
Thursday 2nd November 7pm
Enjoy a chilli supper and presentation by
astronomer Seb Jay then use one of our 6”
Newtonian telescopes under Seb’s expert
guidance. An alternative indoor presentation
will be held in the event of poor weather. An
accommodation package is also available. Visit
www.dunkerybeaconaccommodation.co.uk for full details and booking.
01643 841241

ASTRONOMY EVENTS
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Minehead Museum
Arthur C. Clarke exhibition

This small but well-loved
museum in the Beach Hotel,
opposite the Railway Station

celebrates all things Minehead.
This year the museum is

celebrating one hundred years
since the birth here of science-
fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke who
co-wrote the screenplay for the
film 2001: A Space Odyssey. 

Free entry to museum
Open Tuesday-Sunday.

www.mineheadmuseum.co.uk

Reg Charity 
No. 1169335
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Meteors over Dunkery
Webber’s Post (SS902438), Sunday 22nd October 5.15pm - 8.30pm 
Halley’s comet isn’t due for another 44 years, but tiny fragments of its tail
still cross the earth’s orbit every year. Join an Exmoor Ranger to walk to
the top of the National Trust ‘s Dunkery Beacon as the sun goes down,
where hopefully we may see this meteor shower in action. The red deer
rut should also be in full swing, so we should see and hear them in the
gathering darkness. Alternatively, we will find our way up through rain
and cloud, listening for the wild night sounds in which Exmoor excels. If
it’s really poor weather, the Ranger will take you on an alternative short
walk out to the top of Horner Valley to listen to the deer.
Please note that part of the walk will be on uneven, narrow paths in the
dark; wear outdoor clothing and suitable footwear. 
This is a free event with Donations to       invited.

Night Navigation & Star Gazing, 
Goat Hill layby (SS724403) Tuesday 24th October 6pm-9pm
Walking across Exmoor on a clear, moonless night is an exhilarating
journey. With almost no light pollution, the stars shine with an intensity
little seen on this crowded island. Join a National Park Ranger to gain
confidence in visiting the countryside at night, listen to the sounds and
gaze in awe at the heavens. It is equally likely the mists will be swirling and
the rain sweeping across - a different but eerie experience not to be missed!
Suitable outdoor clothing and footwear is essential. A torch is a good idea,
but their use will be minimised; expect rough ground in very low light. 

Booking is essential as bad
weather will result in

cancellation 
Booking is free but

donations on the night
to 

- suggested 
minimum £5pp

ADVENTURE & WALKING EVENTS

16  Exmoor Dark Skies Festival 2017
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Forest Wildlife & Stargazing Walk, 
Nutcombe Bottom TA24 6TA
Friday 27th October 7pm-9.30pm
Join the Hawk & Owl Trust’s Chris Sperring and Forestry
Commission Ranger Andy Harris on a guided wildlife
forest walk with stargazing. This is a free
event but please book in advance via 
www.facebook.com/greatwoodforestry�as places are limited 

Children’s Night Ride - Balance bikers to under 16s
Webber’s Post  TA24 8HY, Thursday 26th October 5pm
GO-Ride races are supported by British Cycling to encourage children of
all abilities to get into cycling. The event costs £3 to enter. Registration
and practice from 5pm, first race starting at 5.45pm.
Enquiries to Alicia Hockin: 07717837558 aliciahockin@yahoo.com or look
on the Minehead Merlins Facebook page.

ADVENTURE & WALKING EVENTS

Camping at Westermill Farm, Exford TA24 7NJ
Friday 20th & Saturday 21st October
Turn up to pre-pitched tents and sleep under the stars. Tree-climbing,
archery and axe throwing sessions during the day as well as the
following evening events. (All events can also be booked by non-campers)

Guided Night Walk
Friday 20th & Saturday 21st October 7pm - 9.30pm
Journey with us through the darkness and learn something new. 
Glow Stick Night Swim
Friday 20th October 6pm, Bossington Beach &  
Wednesday 25th 6pm, Pinkery Pond 
Fancy something a little different? Grab a glow stick, pop it in your
swimming hat and join us for a night swim. 
Full details, clothing guidelines and pricing for all these events at:
www.channeladventure.co.uk or phone 01643 708715
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Stockleigh Lodge
Bed & Breakfast

Stockleigh Lodge, Exford, Somerset TA24 7PZ.
Situated in the centre of Exmoor National Park
at Exford in an excellent area for viewing the
sky at night, Stockleigh Lodge has nine 
en-suite letting rooms ideal for small parties. 
Prices from £40.00 per person per night
including a full English breakfast. 

Tel: 01643 831500
Email:  stay@stockleighexford.co.uk  
Website: www.stockleighexford.co.uk

“Totally unique experience”
“A really interesting and informative trip”

“A real ‘memory’ day”
Just some of the comments from our guests 
Join one of our tours for a memorable day 
out, meet the farmers, see some of the finest 
food Exmoor has to offer being produced. 

There are always delicious tastings!
Tours arranged especially to suit - 

families, friends, societies. All year round
Full day, half day or summer evenings

Please ring Shaun Bryant
on 01643 863002 for further details

Pleased to be part of the Dark Sky Festival. 
See our website for details of our 

special Dark Sky Farm Tour
www.westcountry-farmandfood-tours.co.uk 
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Starry-night Farm Visit with West Country Farm & Food Tours
Thursday 26th October (time and transport by arrangement) 
As part of the Dark Skies Festival, West Country Farm & Food Tours will be
running a unique evening tour to a very remote farm deep in the heart of
the moor. Tour includes transport and stargazing. Then later sit and relax
in front of the farmhouse’s massive inglenook fire and enjoy home-made
bread and soup, tastings and refreshments.  
Tour strictly limited to 14 people. For details contact Shaun on 
01643 863002. www.westcountry-farmandfood-tours.co.uk

Dusk Safaris by Barle Valley Safaris
Depart White Horse Inn, Exford TA24 7PY at 5.30pm
Saturday 21st October 
Tuesday 24th October 
Thursday 26th October 
Saturday 28th October
Setting out from Exford in the heart of our Dark Sky site,
learn more about the area from the knowledgeable
team. Experience real Exmoor on a dusk safari; hear
intriguing local legends and listen out for the red
deer stags bolving. Safari Tours approximately 2½
hours, max. 8 passengers.
Price: £25 per person. All tours must be booked.
Phone 07977 571494 or email
exmoorwildlifesafaris@gmail.com

TOURS & VISITS

Stag with Moon
mikesherwinphotography.co.uk
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Pinkery Centre is owned and run by Exmoor National
Park Authority and provides a unique residential
experience in the core zone of the Exmoor Dark Sky
Reserve. 
During the Exmoor Dark Skies Festival, we are offering
the unique opportunity to book a room at the Pinkery centre on a self-
catering basis. Rooms are available from only £15 pppn for a minimum
booking of 2 nights between Monday 23rd and Thursday 26th October.
See page 17 for details of the Glow Stick Night Swim at Pinkery Pond.
Being primarily an education centre, the accommodation has rooms that sleep 4-6 in bunk beds.
There are en-suite showers in each room and communal facilities including a large kitchen, dining
room and common room. This is a quiet family-orientated rural venue. Own transport is essential.

Visit www.exmoornationalpark.gov.uk/learning/pinkery or for enquiries
and bookings please contact Dave Huxtable on 07779 624840 or email
DHuxtable@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

STAY AT PINKERY DURING THE FESTIVAL

Centre for Outdoor Learning
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The festival is hosted by Exmoor National Park Authority and also
includes events run by partner organisations and businesses.

How to book Exmoor National Park Authority events:
Book online at www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/darkskiesfestival
An early bird discount of 10% is available on Exmoor National Park’s
events booked by 15th September. Use Code EARLYBIRD.
Some events do not require booking, for these you can just turn up. 
For help with booking an Exmoor National Park event please call the
Lynmouth National Park Centre on 01598 752509 (open 7 days).

How to book other organisations’ events:
Please refer to the event pages in this programme, each event listing
includes booking information and contact details of the organisers.
ENPA accepts no responsibility for events run by partner organisations or businesses.
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BOOKING INFORMATION

Some events have a suggested donation to
‘CareMoor for Exmoor’. CareMoor is a
donation scheme operated and managed by
Exmoor National Park Authority. The scheme
provides an opportunity for those inspired by
Exmoor to contribute to the upkeep of the
National Park through donations. CareMoor
funds are used for valuable nature, heritage
and access projects.

Refunds�&�Exchanges
Exmoor National Park Authority regret that we
are unable to offer a refund or exchange of
tickets for our events unless the event is
cancelled by us in which case a full refund will
be given. For the refund policy for all other
events please check with the organisers.
Changes�&�Cancellation�of�Events
Exmoor National Park Authority (ENPA) and
other organisations may make changes to the
programme. If an ENPA event needs to be
cancelled due to unforeseen or unavoidable
circumstances outside their control ENPA will,
as far as is practically possible, notify ticket
holders in advance. 

For�additional events, amendments or cancellations visit
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/darkskiesfestival�




