
South Molton Community College Department of Geography 

Year 9 Extended Homework Assignment 
“WHAT IS DEVELOPMENT?” 

Choose from the following list. You can attempt one job in great 
detail, or a number of jobs in less detail—it’s up to you! Check the 
advice sheet for some ideas how to complete your work! 
 
1. Choose two countries—one developed and one less devel-

oped. Collect information to make a portfolio for each one,        
including maps, pictures, data etc 

2. Draw up a table to compare two countries. Describe the main 
differences, and the main similarities 

3. Design and make a board game to include different aspects 
of development in countries of the world (a detailed help 
sheet can be found on the VLE) 

4. Investigate ‘The Stans’. One area of the world that is       
undergoing rapid development at present is Eastern Europe. 
Use an atlas to complete the base map downloadable from 
the VLE. Produce a fact file for each country 

5. Write an essay (and add pictures, diagrams etc) to answer 
the question: “To get into the top 10% of world earners you 
need a salary of £23,000 (UK average is £26,500). So can 
anyone in the UK really be poor?” 

6. Essay: What colour is poor? 
7. Essay: What is heavier—rich or poor? 
8. Essay: Should reducing child mortality be the number one 

priority in international development today? 
 



9. Investigate development with ‘Gapminder’. Download the desk
 top version of Gapminder from the web site 
 (www.gapminder.org) or the year nine section of the VLE. Take 
 screenshots to support your work. You could; 
  # Experiment by looking at different countries 
  # Change the sets of data for the x and y axes 
  # Study the continents. How do they vary? 
  # Compare the 200 year history of pairs of countries, eg 
      China & Sweden. How and why are they different? 
  # Compare neighbours, eg Afghanistan & Iran. How and 
      why are they different? 
  # Study 1 country. Trace its 200 year history on a graph and add   
      label to explain the changes  
  # Study groups of countries with a theme , eg oil producers 
  # Trace the 200 year history of the UK. Explain why changes took 
      place at different dates 
  # Plot a series of countries for a week that appear in the news  
  # Plot a group of countries from a sporting event, eg Olympics,   
      World Cup 
10. Essay: If we end up without enough water for all the people in 

the world, is it because there is not enough water, or too many 
people? 

11. Make a game of ‘top trumps’ based on different countries of 
the world. You could use different elements of development as 
different ‘strengths’ 

12. Design an app for a mobile phone full of information about    
development in different countries 

13. Essay: Should we spend money on aid for other countries or 
spend it at home? 

14. Essay: How will the Earth provide for 10 billion people who 
want to live like the 1.2 billion people live at present? 

15. Research Project: Why does your mobile ‘phone threaten the 
lives of Mountain Gorillas in West Africa? 


